
The Politics of Special Forces Podcast Show Notes 
 
Episode 1 
 
Summary 
 
This episode lays the foundation for this limited series by presenting a conceptual framework 
for understanding what Special Operations Forces (SOF) does and how that might need be 
recast in light of the refocusing of security attention to great power competition. Co-hosted by 
Kevin D. Stringer and H. Christian Breede, the series discusses what is meant by competition 
and teases some of the future areas that will be examined through interviews with special 
guests and discussions. This series is sponsored in part by the Kingston Consortium on 
International Security through the Centre for International and Defence Policy (CIDP) at 
Queen’s University. 
 
About the Hosts 
 
Kevin D. Stringer is a US Army Colonel serving as a lecturer at the University of Applied Sciences 
and Arts Northwestern Switzerland and is a senior military advisor to Special Operations 
Command Europe. He holds a PhD in International Relations from the University of Zürich. 
 
H. Christian Breede is a Canadian Army Major serving as an Associate Professor of Political 
Science at the Royal Military College of Canada and Deputy Director of the CIDP. He holds a PhD 
in War Studies from the Royal Military College of Canada. 
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Audio credits 
 
From Storyblocks (https://www.storyblocks.com/) and the song is called “A Taste of Victory” by 
Valentina Gribanova. Produced with Apple’s GarageBand by the hosts. 
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